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Action of Succinylcholine
Depolarizing neuromuscular blockade

Succinylcholine binds to post-synaptic 
acetylcholine receptors locking them in the open 
state allowing ions to pass through the cell 
membrane causing depolarization.

After depolarization, voltage-gated sodium 
channels are locked in an inactive state until 
succinylcholine is metabolized (plasma 
cholinesterase or pseudocholinesterase)

While voltage-gated sodium channels are locked 
in the inactive state it is impossible for another 
depolarization of then motor end plate to occur.


