
Vasoconstriction

↑Central chemoreflex fire

Parasympathetic 
activation 

↓ Blood flow to the brain 
↓O2 to brain 

and
↓pH, ↑PaCO2

Widened pulse pressure 
(↑ systolic, ↓ diastolic) 

↑Stretch

↑Baroreceptor fire

CUSHING'S 
TRIAD

Respiratory 
Suppression

BradycardiaHypertension

Sympathetic activation

Intracranial Hypertension 
Causes Cushing Reflex

↑ Intracranial 
Pressure (ICP)


